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South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association 

Regular Board Meeting 

December 4, 2018 

 

  Upon proper notice, the following members of the Board of Directors of 

South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association met at 2:00 p.m. at the office of the 

Cooperative, Coteau Road, Houma, La., on December 4, 2018: 

 Mr. Alexander Doyle, President 
 Mr. David Luke, Vice-President 
 Mr. Brian Rivet, Secretary 
 Mr. Terry Trahan, Treasurer 
 Mrs. Tracy Duval   
 Mr. Eroy Acosta 
 Mr. Roger Dale DeHart 
 Mr. Larry J. Daigle 
 Mr. J. D. Boudreaux 
 Mr. Lloyd Gibson, Advisor 

 
Also present were: 

 Mr. Joseph Ticheli, General Manager 
 Mr. James Funderburk, Attorney 
 Mrs. Yolanda George, Member Services Supervisor 

Mr. Jeffery Arnold, ALEC CEO 
   

Mr. Doyle opened the meeting by declaring a quorum present.  He then called on 

Mr. Gibson for the invocation and Mr. Luke for the pledge.  

Mr. Ticheli then introduced Mr. Jeff Arnold, ALEC CEO.  Mr. Arnold introduced 

himself to the board, gave a brief summary of his background and discussed several 

important PSC issues affecting the electric cooperatives in the state. 

The minutes and summary of the regular board meeting of November 5, 2018, 

were approved by the board upon motion by Mr. Acosta, seconded by Mr. Rivet. 

  Mr. Ticheli noted that there was a gain of 111 meters through the end of October 

and requested board approval of 172 new members for the month. 

The board granted its approval of the new members upon motion by Mr. DeHart, 

seconded by Mr. Boudreaux. 
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Mr. Ticheli then reviewed several items from the ALEC monthly meeting, including 

the following: 1) With the resignation of Claiborne Electric’s Manager Mark Brown as the 

Louisiana Director on the NRECA Board of Directors, the ALEC Board voted to have the 

NRECA President appoint the new ALEC CEO Jeff Arnold to fulfill Mr. Brown’s unexpired 

term; 2) Representatives of all electric cooperatives will meet with PSC Commissioner 

Skrmetta, Commissioner Francis and PSC Executive Secretary Brandon Frey on 

January 14, 2019 to discuss the PSC Staff recommendations regarding certain practices 

of the cooperatives; 3) Cleco and the PSC Staff have resolved all remaining issues of the 

Cleco proposed acquisition of Louisiana Generating and the PSC Staff supports and 

recommends that the transaction go forward; and 4) The ALEC Board voted to form a 

Director Task Force made up of two board members from each electric cooperative to 

study and research what electric cooperative board practices are at cooperatives across 

the country.  The Task Force will also look into the PSC Staff recommendations for best 

practices for the Louisiana electric cooperatives. The two directors selected from each 

cooperative to sit on the Task Force should not be on the ALEC Board. 

After some discussion the board decided to have Mr. Daigle and Mr. DeHart  

represent SLECA on the Director Task Force. 

Mr. Ticheli began the financial report by discussing the October and November 

rate comparison sheets that show SLECA’s rates to be some of the lowest compared to 

other area utilities.  He also displayed charts showing fuel cost comparisons.   

Mr. Ticheli reviewed kilowatt-hour sales of 45,775,421 in September and 

cumulative sales through the end of September of 435,549,461 and 48,043,021 in 

October with cumulative sales through the end of October of 483,592,482. 

Mr. Ticheli said line loss through the end of October is 5.25%. 

 Mr. Ticheli said cost of service was $14,494,254 and displayed charts showing 

electric and total revenue versus cost per kilowatt hour.   

 Mr. Ticheli reported total cash of $1,805,776 through the end of October and said 

equity as a percent of assets was 37.80% and TIER was 1.56 through the end of 

October. 

The financial report was approved by the board upon motion by Mrs. Duval, 

seconded by Mr. Rivet. 
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 Continuing with his report, Mr. Ticheli reported on the following schools and 

meetings: 

- The next ALEC regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 28 in 
Baton Rouge. 

- The next SLECA board meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 7.  
- The employee Christmas party is Friday, December 7 at the Bayou Blue 

Recreation Center from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
- The board Christmas dinner is scheduled for Friday, December 14 at 

Melvin’s with refreshments and hors d’oeuvres served beginning at 6 p.m. 
and dinner at 7 p.m. 

- SLECA’s Open House activities beginning at 9 a.m. are scheduled on 
Tuesday, December 11 in Amelia and Thursday, December 13 in Houma. 

- Judging for the Christmas Lighting Contest will be Monday, December 17. 
- SLECA’s offices will be closed Tuesday, December 25 for Christmas and 

Tuesday, January 1 for New Year’s Day.  The board agreed to close the 
offices Monday, December 24 and Monday December 31 as well.  

- The NRECA Annual Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 11 –
Wednesday, March 13, 2019.  Board members planning to attend are: Mr. 
Daigle and Mr. Rivet. 

- The SLECA Board Budget Committee will meet on Tuesday, December 18 
at noon to review the 2019 proposed budget. 
 

Mr. Ticheli discussed rates for November that show SLECA having some of the 

lowest rates in the area.  

Mr. Ticheli mentioned that once again this year, SLECA will be a collection site for 

the Toys for Tots campaign sponsored by the U.S. Marine Corps. He also said SLECA 

will be listed on all advertisements and publicity as a drop off center.  

Mr. Ticheli said on Friday, November 9 he and ALEC attorney Kara Kantrow met 

with Commissioner Craig Greene and his Chief of Staff, Bo Staples.  Several topics were 

discussed that affect SLECA and Commissioner Greene was in agreement on all of 

them.  He complimented SLECA’s Board on the fine job they do and for being very pro-

active on several current issues.  

Mr. Ticheli also said that he and Roy Landry attended a meeting with 

Commissioner Eric Skrmetta on November 27 to discuss some current PSC issues.  He 

said the meeting went well.  

Mr. Ticheli informed the board that SLECA Houma office employees Curtis 

Pellegrin and Mike Dubois will retire from SLECA January 2, 2019.  Curtis has 36 years 

and eight months and Mike has 36 years and eleven months of service to SLECA.  A 
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retirement get together will be held for both Curtis and Mike Wednesday, January 2 at 4 

p.m. in the Houma Meter Shop.  All directors are invited to attend. 

Mr. Ticheli said since there are no director elections next year there was no need 

for a District Meeting Committee however several decisions needed to be made for 

SLECA’s Annual Meeting.  The board decided to keep Cannata’s and the menu the 

same, have a Cajun Entertainer, give away 50 door prizes and a 55” TV, and give every 

registered member a SLECA umbrella. 

Mr. Ticheli requested the board approve the bad debt write-offs for 2016 in the 

amount of $149,127.43 which is .309% of total revenues of $48,202,391. This is 

$14,662.94 less than the bad debt write-offs for the previous year. 

Upon motion by Mr. DeHart, seconded by Mr. Luke, the board approved the bad 

debt write-offs. 

Mr. Ticheli then requested the board approve the CFC line of credit in the amount 

of $5 million if needed in the future.  This line of credit is renewed every year at this time. 

Upon motion by Mr. DeHart, with a unanimous second, the board approved the $5 

million line of credit with CFC. 

 During the presentation of the safety report by Mr. Ticheli, he noted that SLECA 

employees had no lost-time accidents, no vehicle accidents, no property and casualty 

claims, and no miscellaneous accidents.  He said employees have worked 3,646,401 

hours without a lost-time accident since December, 1996.   

 The board approved the manager’s report, safety report and expenses upon 

motion by Mr. DeHart, seconded by Mr. Luke. 

 The board went into executive session for the attorney’s report upon motion by 

Mr. Luke, seconded by Mrs. Duval. 

 Mr. Rivet excused Mr. Ticheli and Mrs. George. 

The board resumed in regular session upon motion by Mr. DeHart, seconded by 

Mr. Rivet. 

The attorney’s report and fees were approved by the board upon motion by Mr. 

Daigle, seconded by Mr. DeHart.  The board also scheduled the annual evaluation of the 

manager for Monday, December 17, at noon. 
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The meeting was adjourned upon motion by Mr. Rivet, seconded by Mr. Acosta. 

 

 

                                                        

 Brian Rivet, Secretary  


