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South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association 

Regular Board Meeting 

February 4, 2019 

 

  Upon proper notice, the following members of the Board of Directors of 

South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association met at 2:00 p.m. at the office of the 

Cooperative, Coteau Road, Houma, La., on February 4, 2019: 

 Mr. Alexander Doyle, President 
 Mr. David Luke, Vice-President 
 Mr. Brian Rivet, Secretary 
 Mr. Terry Trahan, Treasurer 
 Mrs. Tracy Duval (via conference call) 
 Mr. Eroy Acosta 
 Mr. Roger Dale DeHart 
 Mr. Larry J. Daigle 
 Mr. J. D. Boudreaux 
 Mr. Lloyd Gibson, Advisor 

 
Also present were: 

 Mr. Joseph Ticheli, General Manager 
 Ms. Yolanda George, Member Services Supervisor 
  

Mr. Doyle opened the meeting by declaring a quorum present.  He then called on 

Mr. Gibson for the invocation and Mr. Luke for the pledge.  

The minutes and summary of the regular board meeting of January 7, 2019, and 

the special board meeting of January 21, 2019, were approved by the board upon motion 

by Mr. Boudreaux, seconded by Mr. DeHart. 

  Mr. Ticheli noted that there was a loss of 81 meters through the end of December 

and requested board approval of 120 new members for the month. 

The board granted its approval of the new members upon motion by Mr. DeHart, 

seconded by Mr. Acosta. 

Mr. Ticheli then reviewed several items from the ALEC regular meeting, including 

the following: 1) The annual Electric Cooperative Legislative Cookout at the state capitol 

is scheduled for Monday, April 15; 2) Commissioner Mike Francis was elected chairman 

and Commissioner Foster Campbell was elected vice chairman for 2019 at the January 
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Public Service Commission Meeting; 3) The Public Service Commission unanimously 

approved Cleco’s acquisition of NRG South Central Generating including the wholesale 

power supply contracts for nine Louisiana cooperatives at its January meeting; 4) Jeff 

Arnold, ALEC’s CEO named Beama Pierce chief operating officer; 5) ALEC’s new CEO, 

Jeff Arnold, was appointed voting delegate for the annual meetings of NRTC, NRECA 

and CFC to be held at NRECA’s Annual Meeting in Orlando; 6) The NRECA Washington 

Legislative Conference is scheduled for April 28-30; and 7) The PSC is set to vote on the 

Electric Cooperative Board Directive at its February 21 meeting.  

The ALEC report was approved by the board upon motion by Mr. Rivet, seconded 

by Mr. Luke. 

Mr. Ticheli began the financial report by discussing the December and January 

rate comparison sheets that continue to show SLECA having some of the lowest rates 

compared to other area utilities. He also displayed charts showing fuel cost comparisons.   

Mr. Ticheli reviewed kilowatt-hour sales of 37,341,860 through the end of 

November with cumulative sales of 520,934,342 and 36,276,839 through the end of 

December with cumulative sales of 557,211,181. 

Mr. Ticheli said line loss through the end of December is 4.59%. 

 Mr. Ticheli said cost of service was $17,445,063 and displayed charts showing 

electric and total revenue versus cost per kilowatt hour.   

 Mr. Ticheli reported total cash of $38,742 through the end of December and said 

equity as a percent of assets was 39.56% and TIER was 1.59 through the end of 

December. 

The financial report was approved by the board upon motion by Mrs. Duval, 

seconded by Mr. Rivet. 

 Continuing with his report, Mr. Ticheli reported on the following schools and 

meetings: 

- The next ALEC regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 25, in 
Baton Rouge. 

- The next SLECA board meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 4. 
- The NRECA Annual Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 11- 

Wednesday, March 13 in Orlando, FL. The following directors plan to 
attend: Mr. Rivet, and Mr. Daigle. 
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Mr. Ticheli discussed rates for January showing SLECA having the second lowest 

rates in the area.  

Mr. Ticheli said since all board members are now on a four year election cycle, 

board qualifying will not take place this year which normally would be going on now.   

Mr. Ticheli mentioned during the recent government shutdown SLECA received a 

few contacts from some local federal employees who had been furloughed without pay 

and were having financial difficulties.  Extensions were granted and the members were 

re-assured that they would not be disconnected or charged late fees.  

Mr. Ticheli informed the board that the depressed local economy continues to 

affect SLECA. Kohl’s Department Store on Martin Luther King Blvd., a significant 

commercial account that SLECA serves, will close this year.   

Mr. Ticheli reported that for the next three months Entergy customers will receive 

a refund amounting to about $5.50 per month for 1,300 KWH because Entergy violated 

an agreement with the PSC to make power generated by its Arkansas subsidiary 

available to its companies in Louisiana. 

Mr. Ticheli then said that SLECA has signed a right-of-way agreement with the 

Terrebonne Levee District to relocate Feeder #5, SLECA’s Falgout Canal Line, from the 

Houma Navigational Canal to SLECA’s Falgout Canal Substation.  SLECA will move 55 

poles that are in the marsh about 30 yards closer to the road. This will improve reliability 

for SLECA members in the Dularge area and greatly reduce outage times because 

SLECA will be able to work any outages from the road. It will also save on mitigation 

costs. The job will be done in three stages. Mr. Ticheli thanked Mr. DeHart for helping 

with the Levee District in securing the right-of-way. 

Mr. Ticheli mentioned that SLECA offices will be closed on Tuesday, March 5 for 

Mardi Gras and, if the board did not object, he would like to close the offices early at 3:30 

p.m. on Friday, February 22, Friday, March 1 and the day before Mardi Gras, Monday, 

March 4 due to parade and float traffic build up. The board had no objections. 

Mr. Ticheli then requested the board approve his manager’s report and expenses. 

The manager’s report and expenses were approved by the board upon motion by 

Mr. DeHart, seconded by Mr. Luke. 
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 During the presentation of the safety report by Mr. Ticheli, he noted that SLECA 

employees had no loss-time accidents, no vehicle accidents, no property and casualty 

claims, and no miscellaneous accidents.  He said employees have worked 3,671,256 

hours without a lost-time accident since December, 1996.   

 The board approved the safety report upon motion by Mr. Rivet, seconded by Mr. 

Acosta. 

 The board went into executive session upon motion by Mr. Luke, seconded by Mr. 

Trahan. 

 The board resumed regular session upon motion by Mr. Daigle, seconded by Mr. 

DeHart. 

 Upon motion by Mr. Doyle, with a unanimous second, the board agreed to have 

Mr. Ticheli write a letter to the Louisiana Public Service commissioners asking them to 

support Commissioner Skrmetta’s electric cooperative board initiative and specifically the 

medical insurance component. 

The attorney’s fees were approved by the board upon motion by Mr. Daigle, 

seconded by Mr. Acosta. 

The meeting was adjourned upon motion by Mr. DeHart, seconded by Mr. Acosta. 

 

                                                        

 Brian Rivet, Secretary  


